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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 2881 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, ET, YO, SU 

SUB J : YUGOSLAV MEDIATION EFFORT IN ETHIOPIA 
REF: BELGRADE 2823 

SUMMARY: YUGOSLAV EMBASSY COUNSELOR VUKOTIC CONFIRMED 
HERE THAT JOJSOV MEDIATION MISSION TO EGYPT, SUDAN, AND 
ETHIOPIA SERVED LITTLE PURPOSE, OTHERN THAN TO BRING 
YUGOSLAV CONCERN OVER EAST AFRICAN TENSION TO ATTENTION 
OF DISPUTING COUNTRIES. TONE OF SOURCE'S COMMENTS INDI- 
CATED THAT THIS CONCERN ALSO RELATED TO DRIFT OF ETHIOPIA 
TOWARDS SOVIETS AND AWAY FROM FORMER NONALIGNED POSTURE. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING MAY 6 MEETING WITH YUGOSLAV COUNSELOR VUKOTIC. 

EMBOFF ASKED WHETHER AMHARIC NEWS REPORT THAT MESSAGE 
"EXPRESSED (TITO'S) CONCERN OVER IMPERLIAST MACH- 
NATIONS TO DIVIDE AFRICAN COUNTRIES" DID NOT TAKE 
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ETHIOPIAN SIDE TOO OBVIOUSLY, THEREBY FORFEITING 
ANY HOPE OF YUGOSLAVIA'S SERVING AS GENUINE MEDIATOR. 

SOURCE ALLEGED NEWS QUOTE WAS INACCURATE REFLECTION 
OF ACTUAL TEXT, WHICH DID NOT HAVE ONLY ERITREAN 
SECESSIONIST PROBLEM IN MIND, BUT ALSO FACT THAT 
GREAT POWER INVOLVEMENT WITH ONE AFRICAN COUNTRY OR 
ANOTHER WAS CAUSIND DIVISION BETWEEN COUNTRIES. 
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2. VUKOTIC, WHO IS NEW TO ADDIS, SPECULATED WHETHER 
ETHIOPIANS HAD REALLY OPTED FOR SOVIET BRAND OF 
COMMUNISM OR WERE SIMPLY MAKING NICE NOISES IN THAT 
DIRECTION BECAUSE US HAD ABANDONED FIELD AND EPMG 
NEEDED URGENT HELP FROM SOEMWHERE. EMBOFF POINTED 
OUT HOW US, DESPITE DOMESTIC AND CONGRESSIONAL 
PRESSURES AND CONCERNS OVER MORE DUBIOUS ASPECTS OF 
REVOLUTION, HAD SCRUPUUSLY MAINTAINED AS MUCH OF 
PREVIOUS RELATIONSHIP AS EPMG HAD SHOWN INTEREST IN. 
SOURCE PRESSED FURHTER ON US PERCEPTIONS OF ETHIO- 
SOVIET RELATIONSHIP AND READILY ACQUIESCED TO COM- 
MENT THAT EPMG SEEMED TO BE DEPARTING FROM ITS 
INITIAL COURSE OF ATTEMPTING TO REDUCE ITS DEPENDENCE 
ON ANY ONE COUNTRY AND TO DIVERSIVY ITS COMMERCIAL 
AND MILITARY DEALINGS AMONG MANY SUPPLIERS. 

3. COMMENT: IN PAST YUGOSLAVS HERE HAVE SHOWN 
LITTLE INTEREST IN EXCHANING VIEWS WITH OUR 
EMBASSY. THIS TIME, EMBOFF'S INITIATIVE WAS 
WELCOMED, AND VUKOTIC PROPOSED FREQUENT SIMILAR 
TALKS IN FUTURE, PERHAPS REFLECTING SOME YUGOSLAV 
UNEASE OVER CURRENT DRIFT IN COUNTRY WITH WHICH 
YUGOSLAVIA AND TITO HAVE ENJOYED CLOSE TIES SINCE 
DAYS OF EMPEROR. END COMMENT. 
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